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Five security professionals distinguished with special commendations
Distinguished Service Medals

The Distinguished Service Medal is one of the most prestigious awards issued by Commissionaires. It was established by the National Board in June 1989 to recognize distinguished service of significance above and beyond the faithful performance of duty. 

Presented to:  Major John D. Peters, Corporal Jean-Paul Choquette, Cmre Jacques Rusaw and Frank Smith
Major John Peters is currently the Section Supervisor of Section 16 (DND) – Commissionaires Ottawa’s largest client with over 400 commissionaires. He is the only commissionaire in the field who wears the rank of Major. He has proven himself to be a solid leader and a respected manager of our commissionaires – tireless, dedicated, highly reliable, caring, approachable and professional. Above all, he is best known for being capable. No matter what challenge is presented to him, he finds a way to get the job done in an efficient, effective, professional manner and to the satisfaction of the client. He will no doubt continue to give his all to both the client and Commissionaires Ottawa.

Cpl Jean-Paul Choquette reports to Traffic Section at the Ottawa International Airport – for the most part a job that does not offer a lot of thanks from the public. He has served as the Post Supervisor and trainer at this site for many years, leading by example and consistently displaying a highly reliable work ethic. Described by his colleagues as a true professional, he provides a fine example for our younger commissionaires to emulate. He is without a doubt one of the most loyal and dedicated members of Commissionaires Ottawa and largely contributes to the level of service provided to Ottawa International Airport. 

Cmre Jacques Rusaw has been a stable presence as a Security Guard at the Science & Technology, Aviation and Agricultural Museums for over 20 years.  His knowledge, expertise and training abilities have proven to be invaluable to the Section Supervisors.  Cmre Rusaw’s strong work ethic is consistently professional; his character is reliable, loyal and dedicated. He is a fine example for commissionaires who work by his side and an integral part of the overall team.
Frank Smith devoted nearly 27 years to Commissionaires Ottawa before retiring as a Chief Warrant Officer and Petawawa/Pembroke Area Manager in 2008. During his tenure, Mr. Smith is credited with growing our presence in the Ottawa Valley – from several commissionaires to over seventy between 2003 and 2008.  He was also dedicated to promoting Commissionaires Ottawa as a Security Service Provider of Choice and an Employer of Choice at CFB Petawawa and in his community. He is one of the most dedicated and loyal commissionaires that our company has ever known.  Today, Mr. Smith is a tireless fundraiser for worthy causes in his community and continues to be an active supporter of our company and the military community.

CEO’s Bravo-Zulu Award
In recognition of his exemplary initiative for the development of an on-the-job training package for Commissionaires Ottawa at The Ottawa Macdonald-Cartier International Airport.
Presented to:  Captain David Carty

